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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  _ _ _ 

. .  3*432. 

Number  of  occupied  houses _ 

5,792 

Rateable  Value  at  April  ■ 

1st.  1956. 

Additional  occupied  houses 

£180,521. 

combined  with  shops 

147 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

Number  of  houses  owned 

£747*3.4. 

by  the  Council  . . . . 

1,130 

Population  (mid  1956) 

17,080. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Live  births  :  Legitimate 

Deaths:  all  causes 

Male 

175 

Male 

73 

Female 

146 

Female 

71 

Total 

321 

Total 

144 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Male 

5 

. . — . — . . . — . - . 

1 

Female 

2 

Total 

7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age 

Total  Live 

births 

Male 

3 

Male 

180 

Female 

4 

Female 

1A8 

Total 

7 

Total 

328 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks 

of  age 

Stillbirths  : 

Male 

3 

Male 

5 

Female 

3 

Female 

2 

Total 

6 

Total 

7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population 

19.2 

population 

8.4 

Infant  mortaility  per  1,000 

live  births  21.3 


1 
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Causes  of  Death:  Year  ending  31st  December,  1 936 


Registrar  General*  s 

1956 

.  Classification: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1* 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  -  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

2, 

Tuberculosis,  other  -  -  -  - 

M 

mm 

- 

Syphilitic  disease  -  -  -  - 

1 

1 

2 

4. 

Diptheria 

mm 

mm 

mm 

5. 

■Whooping  Cough  —  —  —  -  — 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  -  -  - 

mm 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyeltis  -  -  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  -  -  -  -  -  — 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  -  - 

3 

3 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  - 

4 

- 

4 

12. 

Maligant  neoplasm,  breast  -  -  - 

- 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  -  - 

- 

mm 

- 

14. 

Maligant  -neoplasms,  lymphatic  &  other 

6 

10 

16 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  -  -  - 

tow 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  ------ 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 

system  ------ 

9 

13 

22 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  -  -  - 

17 

10 

27 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  - 

2 

mm 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ----- 

5 

10 

15 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  -  -  - 

- 

6 

6 

22. 

Influenza  ------ 

- 

toto 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia  ------ 

2 

tow 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis  ------ 

6 

1 

7 

• 

LA 

OJ 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system  ------ 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  -  - 

2 

- 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  - 

- 

mm 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  -  -  - 

- 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostrate  -  - 

mm 

to* 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 

- 

toto 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  -  -  - 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

6 

12 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  -  -  - 

1 

- 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  -  -  -  - 

3 

2 

5 

35. 

Suicide  ------ 

3 

- 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  -  - 

tow 

- 

mm 

Total  deaths,  all  causes  - 

73 

71 

144- 

2 
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CONTROL  AND  IPEVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


DvMJNISATION 

259  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  10  children  oyer  this  age 
received  their  primary  immunisation  against  diptheria.  A  further  162  children 

received  treatment  to  maintain  their  immunity, 

% 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  offered  to  selected  age  groups  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  nine  years.  The  response  showed  the  mixed 
feelings  of  parents  and  92  children  accepted  vaccination.  This  represents 
approximately  3«  4^  of  the  children  eligible, 

BCG  vaccination  was  again  offered  to  children  of  school  leaving  age, 

36  boys  and  27  girls  accepted  it. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1936, 

to  notice,  their  distribution  being  as  follows 

'  Male 


Female 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  . . 6  ^ 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  . *1  1 

Totals  7  7 


1 A  new  cases  came 

Total 
12 
2 

14 


10  further  cases  of  tuberculosis  came  to  reside  within  the  District, 
These  were  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  20  cases  who  left  the  District  to 
reside  elsewhere, 

9  cases  are  known  to  have  achieved  cure  and  in  one  further  case  the 
original  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  was:  not  confirmed. 

The  total  number  of  cases  residing  in  the  District  at  the  close  of  the 
year  was  as  shown  :  - 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis 


Male 

Female 

Total 

.  67 

. 52  . 

...  119 

5 

6 

11 

Totals 

72 

58 

130 

POLIOMYELITIS 

One  case  of  paralytic  polion^elitis  was.  notified  —  a  young  married 
woman  with  one  child. 

Facilities  for  the  detection  of  polio  virus  had  just  becane  available  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Leicester  when  this  case  came  to  notice.  Specimens 
of  faeces  from  two  families  in  close  contact  with  the  case  were  examined  and  the 
children  of  one  family  shown  to  be  infected.  They  were  kept  under  observation 
and  no  further  case  occurred. 


DYSENTERY 

106  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  first  six  months  of  1956 
and  were  investigated.  In  46  of  these  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed.  The  infection 
appeared  to  be  more  widely  distributed  throughout  the  District  than  in  previous  years 
but  was  confined  to  children  of  infant  school  age.  The  same  policy  of  exclusion 
from  school  was  followed  and  the  outbreak  never  reached  serious  proportions. 


3 


/ 


M. V.  0. 


In  the  early  summer  of  1956  the  District  shared  in  an  epidemic  of  an 
infective  condition  which  came  to  be  known  as  meningitis  of  virus  origin, 
abbreviated  to  "M.V.  0. "  The  condition  which  manifested  itself  as  a  meningitis 

of  acute  onset,  proved  to  be  of  short  duration  and  led  into  complete  recovery 
after  an  illness  of  some  two  to  ten  days  duration. 

The  condition  is  not  notifiable  but  its  similarity  to  meningococcal 
meningitis  in  some  cases,  and  to  poliomyelitis  in  others,  led  to  my  being 
approached  by  general  practitioners  over  some  thirty  cases. 

Treatment  of  the  condition  was  by  admission  to  hospital  or  nursing  at 
home  at  the  discretion  of  the  patient*  s  own  doctor. 


OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  cases  were  notified 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 3 

Whooping  Cough . . . . . 22 

Acute  pneumonia  _ _ 2 

Meningococcal  meningitis  1 

Post  infectious  encephalitis  2 

Food  poisoning  . .  2 
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SANITARY  C  IRCUMS  TANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


For  the  following  information  I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  P.B.  Ashhridge, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  whose  work  daring  the  year  under  review  it  represents. 


Yfatcr  Supply 

Mains  water  is  supplied  by  the  Leicester  Corporation  and  is  piped  direct 
into  5,792  houses  to  serve  a  population  of  1 6,750*  A  further  36  houses  having  100 

occupants  receive  the  some  water  from  standpipes.  The  quality  of  the  water  is 

entirely  satisfactory  but  the  pressure  of  the  supply  varies  considerably  in 
different  districts, 

6  houses  rely  upon  well  water  and  represent  a  population  of  20, 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  extension  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  is  progressing.  Complaints  of 
pollution  of  the  River  Sense  are  still  received  and  it  is  hoped  that  completion  of 
the  new  works  will  abate  the  nuisance. 

There  are  in  the  area  no  earth  closets,  privies  or  ashpits,  23  pail 
closets  are  emptied  weekly  by  Council  employees  whilst  13  cesspools  are  dealt  with 
at  irregular  intervals.  Some  cesspools  appear  to  be  emptied  by  their  owners  and 
the  contents  spread  over  the  land.  This  practice  is  potentially  highly  dangerous 
to  public  health  and  should  cease. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  at  approximately  weekly  intervals 
whilst  trade  wastes  are  collected  from  the  60  premises  producing  these. 

The  salvaging  of  ferrous  and  non-ferrous  metals  continued  as  did  the 
collection  of  waste  paper. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Complaints  received  . . . . . . . . .  21 6 

Defects  or  nuisances,  discovered  . . . . . . .  475 

Premises  involved  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  525 

Inspections  made  _  . . . . . . . . 2,2+46 


Nature  of  Inspections  made 


Inspections 


Animal  keeping 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . 

Dairies  and  milk  retail  premises 
Drainage  works 

Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes) 

Food  premises 
Rodent  Control 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  . . 

Schools  . _ . . . . . . . . . 

Shops 

Slaughter-house  and  meat  inspection 
Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 


kQ 

16 

54 

94 

588 

111 

122 

508 

12 

57 

484 

12 
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Verminous  premises 
'Water  supplies 

Workshops  . . _ 

Other  inspections 
Smoke  observations 


Inspections 

.  11 

.  35 

. . . -  40 

. .  222 

.  32 


Notices  served  during  the  year 

Preliminary:  Housing  Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  January  1st.  1956  3  20 

Issued  during  the  year  . 27  420 

Complied  with  during  the  year . .  25  420 

Statutory  action  necessary  5  18 

Outstanding  on  December  31st.  1956 . . .  2  2 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A  full  time  trained  rodent  operator  is  employed. 

All  Council  property  is  treated  regularly  and  public  sewers  twice  yearly. 
Householders  are  offered  a  free  service.  Business  premises  are  charged  according 
to  the  cost  of  operations. 


Smoke  abatement 


32  observations  were  made  on  alleged  smoke  nuisances.  The  same  kind  of 
offence  is  frequently  repeated  by  a  small  number  of  factories.  Co-operation  is 
sought  but  is  not  easy  to  maintain. 


Shops  Act,  19.50 

54-  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  following  defects  found  :  — 

Sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

Lighting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 

Ventilation  . . . . . . . . . . . .....  2 

Washing  facilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

With  the  exception  of  two  of  the  cases  of  defective  washing  facilities  the 
defects  were  remedied. 


Regulated  Buildings 

The  7  dwelling  vans  in  the  area  include  6  temporary  vans  which  are  owned  by 
travelling  showmen  and  which  are  laid  up  in  this  District  for  the  winter, 

1 2  inspections  were  made.  No  conditions  were  found  which  required  any 

action. 

There  is  one  house  let  in  lodgings.  Notice  was  served  on  the  owner 
limiting  the  number  of  occupants  and  requiring  certain  works  to  be  carried  out. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Under  this  Act  2  premises  were  licensed.  8  inspections  wore  made  during 
the  year,  no  contraventions  of  the  Act  being  discovered* 
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Rag  Flock  and  other  Pilling  Materials  Act,  1951° 


Under  this  Act  2  premises  are  registered  for  the  purpose  of  upholstering. 
No  contraventions  of  regulations  have  been  found* 


Eradication  of  Vermin 


9  houses  were  found  to  require  treatment  to  eradicate  fleas  and  bed  bugs. 
2  of  the  infested  properties  were  owned  by  this  Council. 

Disinfestation  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  in  every  case  by  stripping 
and  treating  with  gammexane  insecticide  applied  under  pressure.  The  occupiers 
were  advised  of  the  steps  necessary  to  prevent  recurrences. 

Inspection  of  all  Council  houses  is  made  prior  to  re-letting  on  a  change 

of  tenant. 


Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948 

Factories,  on  Register  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  110 

Other  premises  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  5 

Inspections  made . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . __ .  40 

Number  of  outworkers  . . . . . . . . . . •_ . . . .  55 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  CF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

The  advent  of  this  long  overdue  legislation  has  "brought  further  tasks  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  staff.  Some  premises  have  already  received  a  detailed 
inspection  but  much  work  remains  to  be  carried  out  when  our  staff  is  brought  up  to 
full  strength* 

The  occupiers  of  all  premises  where  food  is  handled  have  been  provided  with 
an  abstract  of  the  Regulations,  notes  for  guidance  on  interpretation  and  have  been 
informed  of  our  future  policy. 

Premises  inspected 

Inspections  made  „ . _ __  . . 

Informal  notices  served 
Informal  notices  complied  with 


17 

46 

7 

7 


Ice  Cream 

68  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  There  are  no 
manuf  ac  tur  or  s. 

17  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  10  of  these  proved  to  be  Grade  I, 
6  Grade  II  and  1  Grade  III. 


M.ilk  :  Dairies  and  Distributors 


Number  on  Register 
Inspections  made 
Contraventions  found 
Contraventions  remedied 


Dairies  Distributors 

2  . 30 

.  10  . .  44 

....  Nil  . 3 

_ Nil _ _ 3 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949»  and 

Milk  (Special  hesitations )( Raw  Mlk)R  emulations,  1949* 


Licenses-  issued  :~ 


Dealers 


Pasteurised . . . . . . 21 

Sterilised  . 13 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 


Supplemen  tary 

_  5 

.  4 

1 


Milk  sampling 

88  samples  of  pasteurised  and  10  samples  of  sterilised  milk  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination.  All  proved  satisfactory. 

As  all  milk  sold  in  this  District  must  now  be  designated,  the  routine 
quarterly  sampling  of  milk  for  evidence  of  infection  by  tubercle  bacilli  or  Brucella 
abortus  was  discontinued.  Instead,  four  random  samples,  of  unpasteurised  tuberculin 
tested  milk  were  taken.  All  proved  satisfactory. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  area  in  which  4,1 65  animals 
were  killed  during  the  year.  3,973  of  these  were  examined  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 
The  findings  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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< 

Cattle 

occluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

444 

Nil 

397 

2,886 

438 

Nil 

Number  killed 

432 

Nil 

393 

2,724 

424 

Nil 

13 1  Diseases  except  Tuberculos; 

.s 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

Nil 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

24 

20 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  diseases 
other'  than  tuberculosis. 

5.^5 

Nil 

Nil 

0 

4*7% 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

Carcasses  of  v/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4.$ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4*<$ 

Nil 

_ — 

No  cases  of  cysticercosis  were  found. 


Number  of  Inspections 

Meat  shops  and  stores  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  42 

Places  where  food  other  than  meat  is  kept  or 

prepared  for  sale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  District,  10  inspections  were  made  of  it  during 
1956. 


n 
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HOUSING 


Work  on  the  preparation  of  slum  clearance  proposals  continued  to  occupy  a 
large  port  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector*  s  time,  and  a  stage  has.  now  been  reached 
where  progress  is  limited  by  the  availability  of  new  houses  in  which  displaced 
families  can  be  re-housed* 


INSPECTION  OP  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  TEAR 

(•’}  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . .  19A 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  588 

(i)  (a)  Number-  of  dwelling-houses,  (included  under  sub-heading  (l)  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  52 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  109 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  3k 


CLEARANCE.'  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  193&  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  Number  of  persons 
demolished  in  the  period.  displaced 

Unfit  Houses  Other  Houses 

Land  coloured  pink  and 

pink  hatched  yellow  35  Nil  67 


HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Houses  demolished  or  closed  in  the  period 


Houses 


(1)  (a)  Demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedures  (Section  11 )  k 

(b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  owners  under  Section  11  and 
still  in  force,  6 

(2)  Local  Govt,  (Misc.  Prov, )  Act,  1953 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders,  3 


Number  of  persons 
displaced 

10 


12f 

6 


gffP-AIRS  in  the  period  Number  of  Houses 

(1)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  during  the  period  as  a  result  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority  under  the 

Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts,  ^57 

(2)  Public  Health  Acts  -  action  after  service  of 
formal  notice  -  Houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  by  owners,  ^ 


HJRCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included 
in  confirmed  Clearance.  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  purchased  in  the  period. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936  -  PART  IV  -  OVERLOADING- 

The  extent  of  overcrowding  continues  to  remain 
uncertain 


Number 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

( a)  Number  of  applications  for  reconditioning  grants 

(b)  Number  of  applications  approved 

NET/’  HOUSES 

Number  of  applications  for  Local  Authority 
houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Applications  received  during  the  year 

Programme  of  Local  Authority  houses  : 

Erected  during  the  year 

Under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  by 
private  enterprise 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  at  the 
end  of  the  year  by  private  enterprise  .  _ 

Total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  : 

(a)  Local  Authority 

(b)  Private  enterprise 


of  Houses 


10 

10 

482 

71 

83 
..  92 

289 

220 

793 

806 
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APPENDIX  "A" 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr#  G.  J*  Wootton,  Surveyor  to  the  Wigston  Urban  District 
Council  for  the  following  report 


P.UNFALL  in  1956 

at  Wigston  U,D#C#  Sewage  Farm,  Countesthorpe  in  the 
County  of  Leicestershire 


Rain 

Gauge 


Diameter  of  funnel: 

Height  of  top  above  ground: 
Height  of  ground  above  sea  level: 


8  inches 

9  inches 

256.85  ft. 


Total 

Depth 

Inches 

Greatest  Fall 
in  24  hours 

Number  of 

Days  with 

.01 

or  more 

.04 

or  more 

Inches 

Date 

January 

4.05 

.82 

24 

20 

17 

February 

0.77 

.10 

25 

22 

7 

March 

0.98 

.42 

3 

12 

5 

April 

0.95 

.36 

13 

14 

5 

May 

0.58 

.29 

29 

5 

4 

June 

2.9  6 

.60 

8 

19 

11 

July 

3.55 

.93 

15 

16 

13 

August 

5.50 

.75 

26 

26 

21 

September 

1.86 

.32 

5 

14 

9 

October 

1.46 

.73 

1 

18 

7 

November 

0. 83 

.20 

13 

12 

8 

December 

3.32 

.78 

23 

20 

15 

TOTAL 

26.81 

198 

122 

12 


/ 


-  IECHNICAL  COPYING  SERVICE  - 

(A.  BARNES) 

"Copying  House".  61a  Regent  Rd  .  Leicester 
—  Telephone  65W1  ___ 


